Arctic sea ice presents a habitat to nematodes living in the lacunary system close to the undersurface of the ice. Only members of the Monhysteroidea have been encountered as yet, and it appears that these nematode species are confined to the ice habitat. In collections from the Fram Strait, near Greenland, and the Laptev Sea, off Siberia, we rediscovered Theristus melnikovi Tchesunov, 1986, previously described from the Central Arctic Ocean. Cryonema crassum gen. n., sp. n. and Cryonema tenue sp. n. were collected off Siberia; juveniles of Cryonema spp. have also been found in the Fram Strait. The new genus Cryonema is closely related to the genus Gammarinema and to similar genera which occur in association with crustaceans, e.g. in the gill chambers of land crabs, and to Odontobius ceti, an inhabitant of the baleen of whales. The tail tip of Cryonema contains an internal funnel-like structure, possibly part of a closure mechanism for the caudal glands; similar structures have been observed in some other related genera. Many ice nematodes show an empty intestine; sometimes single protist cells or granular substances were observed. Cryonema crassum may feed on small nematodes.
Polar sea ice provides a habitat for a diverse and productive community of autotrophic algae, bacteria and heterotrophic eucaryotes ranging from protozoans to vertebrates (Horner, 1977 (Horner, , 1990 Grainger et al., 1985; Spindler, 1991 ) . Within Antarctic sea ice organisms of planktonic origin dominate, while in Arctic sea ice the proportion of organisms with a benthic origin is comparatively high (Spindler, 1990) . Among these the nematodes may represent the dominant meiofauna group depending on the locality and season (Carey, 1985 (Carey, , 1992 . In the Canadian Arctic, Grainger et al. (1985) found 108,800 nematodes m-2 in the lower 3 cm of ice in May. In 1986, Tchesunov described Theristus melnikovi as a new species from Arctic sea ice and provided data on the biology and ecology of this abundant nematode, which is obviously well adapted for living in the lacunary spaces in the lower layers of drifting sea ice in the Arctic Ocean; no ice nematode, with the exception of the monhysteroid Theristus sp. mentioned by Grainger et al. (1985) , had been identified before. In the present study, after summarizing some of the original data from Tchesunov (1986), published in Russian, we give additional records of Tlaeristus melnikovi from recent collections of sea-ice made in the Fram Strait between Greenland and Spitsbergen (Svalbard) and in the Laptev Sea in Siberia, and provide notes on the potential food items in their intestines in order to assess the role of the nematodes in the food web of the ice habitat. Also, we describe a new monhysteroid genus with two new species, Cryonema crassum gen. n., sp. n. and C. tenue sp. n., which were present in the samples. It appears, as yet, that all these monhysteroid nematodes are confined to the ice habitat.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fram Strait
Ice cores were drilled in May, 1988, during the expedition ARK V/ 1 on RV "Polarstern" (see Gradinger et al., 1991 Gradinger et al., , 1992 (GEOMAR, Kiel) in the shallow shelf regions of the Laptev Sea (water depths at most sampling sites less than 50 m) and the River Lena Delta in April, 1992 (see Dethleff et al., 1993 for details). The nematode sampling sites were located between 74-79°N and 125-140°E. During the period of the study, only first-year ice occurred in the Laptev sea; the ice thickness ranged between 0.80 and 2.37 cm. The Laptev sea is considered to be an important sediment source for ice-rafted sediment in the Arctic Ocean (Dethleff et al., 1993) and one of the scientific aims of the expedition was to elucidate the conditions of sediment entrainment in the ice. The nematode material was sampled with these geological objectives in mind. The lower 3 cm sections of those cores which were selected for biological studies were unfortunately preserved in strongly diluted alcohol, resulting in a poor preservation state and even loss of many individuals; up to 45 nematodes were isolated from one ice sample (about 236 cm3). Theristus melnikovi: 6 males, 11 1 females, 2
